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How WWI Shaped the Germany We Know Today 

In the decade after World War I, many countries were thriving in post-war conditions, 

however, this was not the case for Germany. They had received the short end of the stick in the 

Treaty of Versailles and ended up in an economic rut and political turmoil. Furthermore, these 

conditions helped aid Hitler in his rise to power in Germany, which also led to the beginning of 

World War II. Even after WWII, the economic and political turmoil caused by WWI was still 

present in Germany, especially during the split between East and West. While the Berlin Wall 

only lasted 45 years, the effects of these events still show in the country today. Throughout the 

history of Germany, World War I played a major role in shaping the economic and political 

turmoil that eventually led to WWII, the separation of East and West after WWII, and is still 

present in the guilt of the German people in present times. 

The Treaty of Versailles caused much economic turmoil for Germany, since they were 

made to pay reparations for the war, as well as decrease the size of their country. All of this was 

done with little of their own consent, so naturally, the German people were angry at this outcome 

of the war. This anger and resentment allowed Hitler to rise to power through propaganda that 

showed the so-called “horrors” of democracy and capitalism. While there were many causes for 

World War II, the distinct beliefs of the German people during the 1930s had caused tension 

between the rest of the world and them. Although World War I did not directly cause World War 



II, the lack of full peace and agreement between nations created a rift that slowly grew bigger 

over time. 

Even after WWII, ideological beliefs caused a split between Germany, where the Russian 

communists received East Germany, and the Allies, “the good guys”, received West Germany. 

This separation of political systems and the economy had a major impact on Germany, especially 

in regard to the Berlin Wall. While the wall was still up, East Germany and West Germany 

seemed like two completely different, separate countries, but underneath they had had the same 

history, the same culture, and the same people. World War I had caused a chain reaction to 

occur, in which a divide was created and was never fully brought back together until recent 

times. 

In recent times, there is still a presence of the effects of World War I that shows up in one 

thing: guilt. The German people feel a huge guilt for their ancestors’ actions in the World Wars, 

but it seems odd since almost nobody alive today had anything to do with causing or 

participating in them. World War I had such a huge impact on Germany, that people today still 

feel responsibility and guilt for the actions taken by their ancestors out of anger and resentment. 

Generally, in any war, the future people of that country will feel guilt for the actions taken, but 

little in history shows as much guilt that Germans do for events that happened almost 100 years 

ago. 

The guilt of the German people, the separation between East and West Germany, and 

World War II clearly show the effect that World War I had on Germany in terms of economic 

and political turmoil. While it cannot be said if Germany is completely to blame for all the 

actions their country was involved after World War I, the effects of these actions make their 

mark in the recent history of Germany. And most certainly, Germany cannot take back their 



actions, just as other countries also cannot, but their history is special to them, and who knows 

what would happen if history had occurred differently. 
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